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Ethnography (eth-ˈnä-grə-fē) 
is a type of writing where you 
learn about other people and 
write about their lives. This book 
is written about some of the 
things happening in the Harrison 
neighborhood in Minneapolis. 
People in that neighborhood are 
working to make their 
neighborhood a great place. 
They are doing this in many 
ways. One of those ways is by 
planting gardens in the city. 
People eat the vegetables and 
also plant flowers to make 
things look pretty. These  
pictures show some of the areas 
around their neighborhood. If 
you look closely around where 
you live, you might meet some 
interesting people and discover 
some new things! 

Urban Agriculture Ethnography Project 



This book is 
dedicated to 
the life of 
Kirk 
Washington, 
Jr. His life 
was spent 
creating art 
and working 
to make his 
community 
(and the 
world) a 
better place. 

Kirk Washington, Jr 
May 9, 1974 - April 4, 2016 



A is for AREAS where Harrison 
neighborhood residents plant 
their vegetable seeds. 

B is for BULLETIN BOARD in the 
Harrison Community Center 
where neighbors pin up 
information about their 
neighborhood. 



 
  

C is for CREATIVITY. People in 
the Harrison neighborhood love 
to create and share their art with 
other people. 
 
 

D is for the DIRT that holds the 
plants steady in the ground. 
 
 

 
 



 E is for EARLY in the spring 
when plants start to peek out of 
the soil.  

F is for FLAGS that were hung 
from trees in front of a house. 
These small pieces of fabric are 
pretty when they are being 
blown by the wind. People in the 
Harrison neighborhood decorate 
their yards and homes in many 
different ways. Some 
decorations are from the 
different cultures of the people 
who live there.  



 
 
 
  

  

  
H is for HELLO from the 
people of the Harrison 
neighborhood. This painting is 
like a friendly greeting in the 
Harrison Neighborhood 
Center. There are many 
paintings and pictures in the 
center that make people 
happy when they walk in.  
 
 

 

G is for GROWING plants that 
are already peeking through the 
soil.  
 

 



I is for INSPIRATIONAL sayings 
that remind people to be nice to 
one another. This mural is 
painted on the side of a garage, 
and it was created to make 
people think as they walk by. It is 
painted in English and Spanish.  

J is for a JUMBLE of leaves and 
leftover vegetables from the 
last growing season.  



 
 
  L is for LOGAN Blooms garden. 

This is another garden in the 
Harrison neighborhood where 
neighbors plant vegetables. 
These community gardens 
provide food for people in the 
neighborhood. People work in 
their gardens because they like 
the fresh food, and they enjoy 
being outside as they watch 
plants grow from little seeds.  
 

 

K is for KIND. This mural is a 
picture of planet Earth with a 
kind and happy face.  
 

 



N is for the NEIGHBORS who 
live and work in the Harrison 
neighborhood. People enjoy 
seeing their neighbors when 
they are walking down the 
street. People sometimes stop 
to talk with their friends and 
this helps to make the 
neighborhood a friendly place. 

M is for MURALS that add 
beauty to the Harrison 
neighborhood. This painting is 
there to inspire people to feel 
good about themselves. Beauty 
is everywhere, but sometimes 
people don’t notice it in the 
things they look at every day.   



 
  

O is for an OVEN that was built 
and placed in the backyard of 
the Redeemer Lutheran Church 
in Minneapolis. People in the 
Harrison neighborhood can use 
it to make pizza and bake 
bread. In the summer, it will be 
a nice place for people to have 
outdoor parties and make food 
together. 

        
 
 
 

P is for PICTURES created to 
decorate the walls of the 
Harrison Community Center. 
There are many pictures on 
the walls that have been 
painted by kids and adults. 
 

     
 
 



 Q is for the high QUALITY of 
vegetables that are grown in the 
gardens. These are the old stalks 
from the brussel sprout plants. 
The neighbors who grow fruits 
and vegetables enjoy eating the 
healthy things that grow during 
the summer. Sometimes people 
share what they grow with their 
friends because there is too 
much to eat! 

R is for ROWS of wooden beds 
full of soil that are used for 
growing plants. These big boxes 
hold the dirt and plants in a 
small place so that the 
gardeners can keep everything 
close together.  



 
  

S is for SIGNS that tell people 
which garden they are standing 
in. This garden is called Morgan 
Greens which is on Morgan 
Street in Minneapolis. The 
people who work in the gardens 
like to talk and play music while 
they work.  
 
 

 

T is for TWITTER addresses 
that are used to tell people 
about things in their area. The 
Harrison neighborhood has a 
website on the internet, and 
people use computers to tell 
neighbors about fun things that 
are happening in the area.  
 
 

 
 
 



V is for plants that are VERY 
dry from last winter and are 
ready to be pulled out and 
removed.  

U is for the soil that sits UNDER 
the dried plants. The soil is 
ready for people to start planting 
vegetable seeds.  



 
  

X is for the wood on a garage 
that looks like a XYLOPHONE. 
Some people were given 
permission to write some 
words on the wood with a 
marker.   
 

 

W is for WIRE fencing that is 
used to keep animals away. 
Some animals take the 
vegetables away as soon as they 
peek out from the soil.    
 

   



 Z is for a ZONE of land used 
for a garden. Certain areas in 
the city are only used for 
gardens and nothing else. 
The land is used for growing 
beautiful plants every spring 
and summer.  

Y is for the YOUTH who create 
art around the neighborhood. 
This colorful sign stands at the 
Redeemer Lutheran Church.  
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