
2021-2022 Housing Selection Process FAQs 
 
When I applied I could not give you my housing preferences or roommates, why not?  

• After your first year at St. Thomas housing selection is done as a self-selection 
process.  When you log in to select housing during the Open Selection process, you 
are able to self-select from any available room that appears on the selection list at 
that time and pull in any desired roommates, which you will indicate during the 
process.  You will need the student ID number and roommate PIN number for each 
roommate you want to pull-in with you to a space. 

 
What spaces are going to be available for selection?  

• Rising Juniors, Seniors, and Super Seniors will have options in: 
o Flynn Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o Morrison Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o 2159 Grand Avenue Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o 2171 and 2175 Grand Avenue Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o Flynn Suites (single gender by suite) 
o Tommie East Residence Hall Suites (single gender by pod) 
o Grace Suites Single Rooms (Women) 
o Cretin Hall Single Rooms (Men) 

 
• Rising Sophomores (current first-year students) will be able to select from the 

following options: 
o 2151 Grand Avenue Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o 2085 Grand Avenue Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o 2163 Grand Avenue Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o 2171 and 2175 Grand Avenue Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
o Flynn Suites (single gender by suite) 
o Tommie East Residence Hall Suites (single gender by pod) 
o Grace Suites Single Rooms (Women) 
o Cretin Hall Single Rooms (Men) 
o Tommie North doubles and singles (single Gender by floor) 
o Potentially any spaces listed rising Juniors, Seniors, and Super Seniors that 

are not selected in: 
 Flynn Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
 Morrison Apartments (single gender by apartment) 
 2159 Grand Avenue Apartments (single gender by apartment) 

 
What does the lottery mean for current first-year students (rising sophomores)?  

• To give equity in the selection process to all first-year students, any first-year 
student who applies by the March 7 deadline are randomized and then issued a 
housing selection time during the First-Year Open Housing Selection process on 
March 18 in when they can go in and self-select their space to live next year. 

 
How does the lottery system work?  

• The computer generates a random number for each applicant that residence life 
orders to correspond to a selection time on your selection day.  You will never know 
your lottery number, but that number then gives you a selection time, much like 



signing up for classes.  The speed in which you apply has no bearing on your 
lottery number, but we advise students to apply early to make sure they are 
receiving any updates about the housing process. 

 
 
Who can I select as roommates? 

• Students may choose to pull-in any other student, regardless of class standing, to be 
roommates in their apartments, suites, or rooms as long as: 

o The roommate completed a housing application prior to the application 
deadline of March 7 at 11:59 p.m. 

o The roommate has not already retained housing, selected housing, or been 
pulled-in to other housing by someone else. 

• Students cannot pull-in roommates who are not current students at St. Thomas for 
the current (2020-2021) academic year.  This means new and incoming transfer or 
first-year students in the fall of 2021 are not eligible to be roommates with current 
students. 

 
What happens if I have a disability/medical accommodation for housing? 

• Students who have previously been given an accommodation will continue to 
receive accommodations and housing as long as they complete their online housing 
re-application process, and complete the disability/medical accommodation request 
form by March 7.  The Department of Residence Life will continue to guarantee 
your housing needs are met as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and will schedule a time to meet with you regarding these needs. 

• Students with new requests, must complete their online housing reapplication, 
complete the disability/medical accommodation request form, and submit all 
supporting documentation to Disability Resources by March 7.  Disability Resources 
will then inform Residence Life if you have an accommodation that needs to be met 
for housing. 

• Students with emotional support animals are not covered by the ADA, and therefore 
do not guarantee on-campus housing.  Approved ESAs are permitted in any 
residence hall on campus if the owner is able to select housing through our process.  

 
What opportunities will there be for waitlists? 

• A waitlist process will open on Friday, March 19 after housing selection ends.  
Students who were unable to select housing of their preference can place themselves 
on a waitlist to change locations to more preferred space/buildings.  Students who 
select somewhere on campus (even if it is not their preferred space) will be 
prioritized on the waitlist.  We anticipate there will be more spaces available than 
students looking to select into housing for 2021-2022.  Students trying to switch 
space to live with other students they know will work one-on-one with Residence 
Life staff to coordinate such a switch. 

 
 
What if I no longer want to live on campus for 2021-2022? 

• If you applied for housing, but did not go through the selection process between 
March 8 and 18, Residence Life will automatically remove your application with no 
fees or penalties after that date. 



• If you retained, were pulled into a space, or self-selected housing, you may cancel 
your housing by April 15, 2021 through the housing portal in Murphy Online with 
no cancellation fee.  This releases your room to other people on the waitlist.  You or 
your roommates are unable to fill the space with anyone else, as it will be done by 
the residence life staff. 

 
 
What resources are available to us for living off campus? 

Off-Campus Student Life (OCSL) and Neighborhood Relations support students looking to find 
housing options in the neighborhood. OCLS offers off-campus housing listings, renter education 
programs, renter resources and dedicated St. Thomas staff to support students who live off 
campus.  

Resources 
• Off-Campus Housing Listings  

OCSL operates a website where area landlords can advertise their properties near 
campus. This site is available only to current St. Thomas students; in addition to the 
listing service, it offers a roommate finder page and additional information for 
students.  

• Renter Resources  
A publication to assist you in making decisions about living off campus, including 
how to find housing, tenant rights and where to get help if you have questions. 

• OCSL staff and Amy Gage, Director of Neighborhood Relations  
Available by appointment (agage@stthomas.edu) to consult on any issues that may 
arise with landlords or neighbors. 

• Check our upcoming events page for more information. 
 
Things to consider: 

• Housing options are plentiful -Housing listings are most often posted on our St. Thomas 
listing site between December and March. Landlords may not know 2020-2021 
availability until spring. 
 

• Take your time - A lease is a legally binding contract; take the time to understand what 
you are signing. 

 
• Discern your needs and wants – How close do you want to be to campus?  What’s your 

rent budget? Did you include utilities? Think about your non-negotiables and where you 
are willing to compromise.  

 

https://offcampushousing.stthomas.edu/
http://www.stthomas.edu/offcampus/housing/resources
mailto:agage@stthomas.edu
mailto:agage@stthomas.edu
https://www.stthomas.edu/offcampus/upcomingevents/

